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we know, had no other literature than their heroic songs,
in the composition of which, no less than in feats of arms,
their tribes contended ; and certainly the confession of Lebid,
one of the most eminent of these, who preferred a chapter
to his. own poem, and became a zealous convert, goes far
to establish the superiority of the Koran. It is only fair
to add, on the other side, that this is a miracle only to compe-
tent judges, and they are a very limited number; for we must
exclude not only the many foreign nations who have been con-
verted, as the Turks and Persians, but even those whose
native tongue is Arabic if uneducated.

Mohammed disclaiming, as we see, the gift of miracles, ap-
peals to prophecy, and takes to himself the office of the pro-
mised monitor and advocate, which, it is remarkable, had
been previously assigned first to Montanus, and afterwards
to Manes; but in both cases, even if interpreted only as
endowed with a fuller measure of the Holy Spirit, positively
contradicted by the context. According to the Koran (Ixi. 6.)
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Jesus, the Son of Mary, said, Verily, ye children of Israel, I
am the apostle of God, confirming the law which was before
me, and bringing good tidings of an apostle who is to come
after me, whose name shall be Ahmed."* But our Lord's
words, as recorded by St. John, shew that they cannot apply
to any subsequent prophet. "Nevertheless, I tell you the
truth: it is expedient for yoii that I go away, for if I
go not away the Comforter will not come unto you ; but
if I depart, I will send Him unto you," xvi. 7. This inter-
pretation can only be supported by reading 7repiK\vTo$ for
$3 a change which would seem inconsiderable to one

* This word is derived from the  same root as Mohammed, and is nearly
equivalent in meaning.
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